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C OWAN, GERALD JOHNSON (JERRY) Chief Warrant Officer, USA Ret., who

served during the Korean Conflict and in the Vietnam War, passed away in
Garland on Tuesday, September 15, at the age of 75 after a courageous battle with

cancer. He was born in Blackford, KY to Homer and Willie Mae Johnson Cowan. He

graduated from Clay High School (Clay, KY) in 1952 and later earned his Bachelor’s
Degree from The University of Texas at Dallas. His service to his country began in

1954, and included 15 years in the Air Force and five years in the Army where he
received his commission while in Vietnam. After serving his country, he worked at

various electronics firms, including E-Systems, Garland. After retiring from E-

Systems, he formed his own company, COWCO Enterprises. He was a very active
member of the Disabled American Veterans, serving in various offices for his

Chapter, District, and State. He had the honor of becoming Department of Texas
Commander (2004-2005) and serving on the National Executive Committee (2006-

2008). He was also active in the Greater Dallas Veterans Council, and was President

for two years. His lifelong devotion to God led him to service as a Deacon at the First
Baptist Church of Garland. He was also a member of the Polar Star #154 Masonic

Lodge. Jerry loved his family and friends, and never seemed to meet a stranger.
When greeting someone, they were sure to get a hardy handshake or a big hug. He

will be greatly missed by his surviving family: wife, Judith; son, Michael (Wendy);
daughter, Debra (Richard); son Vernon (Brenda); stepsons, Greg and Jeff Hewitt;

sisters, Martha Martens (Gerald) and Judith Jamison; brother, Paul Cowan (Evelyn);

ten grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews and
Gwen Walsh (who loved and “adopted” Jerry). He is preceded in death by his parents

and previous wives, Barbara and Monna. Funeral service will be held at First Baptist
Church of Garland, Friday, September 18, at 10:00 am. Graveside services will be

held at 11:30 am at Restland Memorial Park. The family will receive friends at

Obituary Gerald Johnson Cowan
MAR  12, 1934 - SEP  15, 2009

Gerald Johnson Cowan
MAR  12, 1934 - SEP  15, 2009

PAGE 3 OF 6



Restland Thursday evening from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Memorials may be made to the

First Baptist Church, Garland.
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TR Truitt posted:

pa I"ll always remember the way you treated me and Joann just like we were one of your own while

we lived there. May God bless Judy, Vern, Debbie, Mike, and rest of family. Truitt, Joann, Boone, @

Blue Cowan

September 14 at 7:00 PM

PW Pat Whitworth posted:

Judy, Sorry to hear of your loss and will keep you in my prayers. Pat Whitworth

September 14 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gerald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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